The Aldershot Show

May 2nd - 3rd 2009
Report by FIt Lt Jules Thurston

=0  Sat 2nd May 2009 saw the military half of the
\\\ \ Aldershot Horse Show go ahead at Tweseldown
\ M Racecourse. Entries were good as was the

weather..... always a good combination.
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Two arenas were marked out with one specifically for the more advanced horse/
rider combination and the 2™ for the more novice. Open to all members of the 3
Services and Police force it was good to see representatives from all.

The day got off to a fine start with 36 entries in the 1m restricted open and 22 in
the 70cm novice the competition was looking good. The new one phase running
meant everyone had the opportunity to jump all fences regardless of faults. This
proved to be very popular with the riders this early in the season as it meant
everyone could give their horses a good run.

The 1m class saw the top 3 competitors battling it out on clear rounds meaning it
was all down to the time of the 2™ half of their round. The win went to a well
deserving Police Community Support Officer Horton- Barr on Salandra. The Police
force also featured well in the team competitions with the Surrey Force coming 4%
and A joint South Yorks, West Midlands Team coming 5.

The RAF had a small contingent this year however they all featured in the prizes.
Cpl Paula Golder held her own in the main arena achieving a well deserved 3™
whilst Cpl Ange Polgreen and SAC Martyn Catterall achieved success in the 80 and
90cm classes.

A strong team from the Army saw competitors from the Defence Animal Centre,
Kings Troop, Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, Royal Army Medical Services,
Rovyal Artillary and Household Cavalry. Organiser, Major Cath Fowdrey featured
well with her young horses in the small arena, winning the first class and the Top
Score. Also doing well in the small arena were several Officer Cadets from the
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst (RMAS) but Major Crossey, also from RMAS not
only won the 90cm but also came 3™ in the 80cm. CoH Griffiths, who competed
at the end of last year in the Combined Services Championships at the London
International Horse Show along with SCpl Hackman both did well in the 1.10
class.






